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4 new gizmos add nice touches 


Here are four new products that 
won’t exactly start an office revo¬ 
lution but may just make things 
run more smoothly. 

■ The Answering Machine Mes¬ 
sage Stopper. If you use an an¬ 
swering machine, you know the 
frustration of getting to the phone 
when the machine has already an¬ 
swered for you. Some of the newer, 
more expensive machines inter¬ 
rupt the message and reset auto¬ 
matically when you pick up the 
phone, but a lot of the older models 
don’t. 

The Message Stopper, from De- 
signTech International Inc., 941-8 
25th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 
20037, (202) 333-0078, upgrades your 
machine to accommodate interrup¬ 
tions. It simply disconnects and re¬ 
sets the machine the moment you 
pick up the phone, so you don’t 
have to talk through your message 
or press any buttons to cut your 
machine short. 

The Message Stopper, with a 
suggested retail price of $14.95, is a 


the computer. You enter the date 
of the task, and months later, by 
using the computer’s clock, For- 
get-Me-Notes won’t let you forget. 
Up pops a reminder. 

This is a good basic program for 
those who don’t use — and don’t 
want — all the details of a memo¬ 
ry-resident program with calen¬ 
dars, to-do lists and alarms. 

Fqrget-Me-Notes is available 
from Dataline Systems Inc., 29 
Crafts St., Newtonville, Mass., 
02160, (617) 244-3282 for $39.95. 

■ The bottom line: None of 
these products is earth-shattering. 
But, if any one of them will erase a 
little annoyance from your day-to- 
day routine, it’s probably worth 
getting. 
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